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O (54) Title: NUCLEIC ACIDS, PROTEINS, AND ANTIBODIES 

m 

1^ (57) Abstract: The present invention relates to novel proteins. More specifically, isolated nucleic acid molecules are provided 
\ encoding novel polypeptides. Novel polypeptides and antibodies that bind to these polypeptides are provided. Also provided are 
^ vectors, host cells, and recombinant and synthetic methods for producing human polynucleotides and/or polypeptides, and antibod- 
ies. The invention further relates to diagnostic and therapeutic methods useful for diagnosing, treating, preventing and/or prognosing 
disorders related to these novel polypeptides. The invention further relates to screening methods for identifying agonists and antag- 
£^ onists of polynucleotides and polypeptides of the invention. The present invention further relates to methods and/or compositions 
^ for inhibiting or enhancing the production and function of the polypeptides of the present invention. 
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antigen. The affinity of the antibody of interest for a particular antigen and the binding off- 
rates can be determined from the data by scatchard plot analysis. Competition with a 
second antibody can also be determined using radioimmunoassays. In this case, the antigen 
is incubated with antibody of interest conjugated to a labeled compound (e.g., 3H or 1251) 
in the presence of increasing amounts of an unlabeled second antibody. 
[275] Antibodies of the invention may be characterized using immunocytochemisty 
methods on cells (e.g., mammalian cells, such as CHO cells) transfected with a vector 
enabling the expression of an antigen or with vector alone using techniques commonly 
known in the art. Antibodies that bind antigen transfected cells, but not vector-only 
transfected cells, are antigen specific. 

Therapeutic Uses 

[276] The present invention is further directed to antibody-based therapies which 
involve administering antibodies of the invention to an animal, preferably a mammal, and 
most preferably a human, patient for treating one or more of the disclosed diseases, 
disorders, or conditions. Therapeutic compounds of the invention include, but are not 
limited to, antibodies of the invention (including fragments, analogs and derivatives thereof 
as described herein) and nucleic acids encoding antibodies of the invention (including 
fragments, analogs and derivatives thereof and anti-idiotypic antibodies as described 
herein). The antibodies of the invention can be used to treat, inhibit or prevent diseases, 
disorders or conditions associated with aberrant expression and/or activity of a polypeptide 
of the invention, including, but not limited to, any one or more of the diseases, disorders, or 
conditions described herein. The treatment and/or prevention of diseases, disorders, or 
conditions associated with aberrant expression and/or activity of a polypeptide of the 
invention includes, but is not limited to, alleviating symptoms associated with those 
diseases, disorders or conditions. Antibodies of the invention may be provided in 
pharmaceutically acceptable compositions as known in the art or as described herein. 
[277] In a specific and preferred embodiment, the present invention is directed to 
antibody-based therapies which involve administering antibodies of the invention to an 
animal, preferably a mammal, and most preferably a human, patient for treating one or more 
diseases, disorders, or conditions, including but not limited to: neural disorders, immune 
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stem or progenitor cells, e.g., as obtained from bone marrow, umbilical cord blood, 
peripheral blood, fetal liver, etc. 

[295] In a preferred embodiment, the cell used for gene therapy is autologous to the 
patient. 

[296] In an embodiment in which recombinant cells are used in gene therapy, nucleic 
acid sequences encoding an antibody are introduced into the cells such that they are 
expressible by the cells or their progeny, and the recombinant cells are then administered in 
vivo for therapeutic effect. In a specific embodiment, stem or progenitor cells are used. 
Any stem and/or progenitor cells which can be isolated and maintained in vitro can 
potentially be used in accordance with this embodiment of the present invention (see e.g. 
PCT Publication WO 94/08598; Stemple and Anderson, Cell 71:973-985 (1992); 
Rheinwald, Meth. Cell Bio. 21A:229 (1980); and Pittelkow and Scott, Mayo Clinic Proc. 
61:771 (1986)). 

[297] In a specific embodiment, the nucleic acid to be introduced for purposes of gene 
therapy comprises an inducible promoter operably linked to the coding region, such that 
expression of the nucleic acid is controllable by the presence or absence of an appropriate 
inducer of transcription. 

Demonstration of Therapeutic or Prophylactic Activity 

[298] The compounds or pharmaceutical compositions of the invention are preferably 
tested in vitro, and then in vivo for the desired therapeutic or prophylactic activity, prior to 
use in humans. For example, in vitro assays to demonstrate the therapeutic or prophylactic 
utility of a compound or pharmaceutical composition include, the effect of a compound on a 
cell line or a patient tissue sample. The effect of the compound or composition on the cell 
line and/or tissue sample can be determined utilizing techniques known to those of skill in 
the art including, but not limited to, rosette formation assays and cell lysis assays. In 
accordance with the invention, in vitro assays which can be used to determine whether 
administration of a specific compound is indicated, include in vitro cell culture assays in 
which a patient tissue sample is grown in culture, and exposed to or otherwise administered 
a compound, and the effect of such compound upon the tissue sample is observed. 

Tlierapeutic/Prophylactic Administration and Composition 
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